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3. £3 The drawings filed on 09 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Response to Amendment 

The following is in response to the amendment filed on December 2, 2003. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-79 are allowed. 

Claims 1-15 are allowed, because there is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art for 
making a web, including the step of throughdrying the web, based on an airflow through the web 
whereby the airflow exhibits a characteristic Reynolds Number (Re) less than 1 and a 
dimensionless throughdrying coefficient (2 + 2/Re) from about 4-10, and further whereby the 
airflow through the sheet is based on flow parameters in the sheet, rather than based on the flow 
of the air coming from the thrpughdryer or other air flows in the process. 

Claims 16-79 are allowed, because the claimed features of Reynolds number and 
throughdrying coefficient are not disclosed in the prior art with respect to a wet-crepe throughdry 
process for making a sheet, or with respect to a method of making an absorbent sheet comprising 
the steps of forming, dewatering, drying on a Yankee dryer, creping, re-wetting, wet molding, 
and throughdrying. These reasons were presented in the previous office action. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see the Remarks on pages 16 and 17, filed December 2, 2003, 
with respect to the calculations presented in the previous office action have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. With respect to these arguments and to the amendment of claim 1, the 
rejection of claims 1-4, 1 1, and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ilmarinen 
et al (US 5,495,678) and Ilmarinen (US 5,383,288) has been withdrawn. 

The calculations of Reynolds number and throughdrying coefficient presented by the 
examiner in the previous office action were erroneously based on air flows coming from a 
throughdrying device and impinging on a sheet, rather than based on the hydraulic properties of 
the sheet and flows of air through the sheet. The governing equations presented by Applicant are 
characteristic of flow through porous media and cannot be used with the data provided in the 
Ilmarinen references. 

Applicant also has provided clear evidence showing papers produced by the present 
invention meet the claimed criteria of characteristic Reynolds Number and characteristic 
throughdrying coefficient (Table 2), whereby prior art papers do not meet these criteria. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 25, 2002 has been 
considered by the examiner. A copy of the initialed PTO-1449 is enclosed with this office 
action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





